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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-18, drawn to displaying of information, classified in class 725, 
subclass 37. 

II. Claims 19-21, drawn to indexing of information, classified in class 715, 
subclass 854. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions claims 1-18 and 19-21 are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not 
overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, subcombination I has 
separate utility such as the method displaying the data in a first and second display 
view. Subcombination II has separate utility such as a way to reference information in 
memory. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

During a telephone conversation with Chinh Pham on July 6, 2006 a provisional 
election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Representation of 
EPG programming information, claims 1-18. Affirmation of this election must be made 



Application/Control Number: 10/085,489 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2623 

by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 91-21 are withdrawn from further 
consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected 
invention. 



Drawings 



The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "4" has been used to designate both the shaded 
region/channel in Figure 1 and the unshaded region/channel in Figure 2. It is also 
unclear to the relationship between the shaded region/channel and TV view element 2 
which according to the dotted lines appears only to be part of the shaded 
region/channel. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: On page 5 line 15 a reference is made to third axis 10 and which is 
interpreted as being in Figure 1 or possibly Figure 2 which is declared in the following 
sentence, but element 10 is not located in Figures 1 or 2. Instead element 10 is 
identified in Figure 3 which is stated in the specification in the next paragraph. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-7 are objected to because of the following informalities: The word 
characterized is misspelled. The applicant spelled the word "characterised." 
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Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 2, 8, and 17 objected to because of the following informalities: The word 
program is misspelled. The applicant spelled the word "program'me"'. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim 15 is objected to because of the following informalities: The word "relating" 
is typed twice in a row. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Alexander etal. (U.S. 6177931 B1). 



Referring to claim 1 , Alexander teaches an interactive graphics interface for 
display on a television screen said graphics interface generated from a plurality of data 
fields and characterized in that the graphics interface has at least three navigational 
axes, comprising a first display which displays a portion of one of the data fields and 
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allows user navigation along X (Figure 2 elements 32 and 34) and Y (Figure 2 elements 
28 and 30) axis of the same (Figure 1 teaches element 22, Figure 2, and Column 4 lines 
49-61 teaches a grid and the moving around using arrow keys) and a second display 
portion in the form of graphical icon which represents a number of said resident based 
applications (Figure 1 element 20) effectively allows navigation along the Z axis of said, 
applications (Column 3 lines 1-36 teaches element 20 and its ability to be navigated and 
Figure 6 teaches the navigation bar has been modified by the selection/highlighting of 
the schedule function/application; Element 20 is considered a navigational axis in the Z 
direction because it allows navigation of data fields which can be seen by comparing 
Figures 1 and Figure 8 by examining element 20; Column 9 lines 60-67 and Column 10 
lines 1-12 details the watch/schedule application which teaches the Z axis can modify 
what is displayed in element 22). 

Referring to claim 2, depending on claim 1, Alexander teaches an interface 
characterized in that the first and second display portions are generated as an 
electronic program guide (EPG) on a display screen (Figure 1 and Column 3 lines 1-20). 

Referring to claim 3, depending on claim 1 , Alexander teaches an interface 
characterized in that the navigation along the second display portion allows the 
selection of the data field from which the first display is generated (By comparing figures 
1 and 6 one can see by selecting the "GRID" in second display portion 20 element 22 in 
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Figure 1 a display of channel by time program grid is displayed in first display portion 
element 22 of Figure 1, Figure 6 teaches that "SCHEDULE" is selected in second 
display portion and in the same area of element 22 in Figure 1 a "WATCH/RECORD 
SCHEDULE is displayed in first display portion). 

Referring to claim 4, depending on claim 1, Alexander teaches an interface 
characterized in that each of the three axes are selectively navigable by the user via a 
user input device (Figure 2 and Column 3 lines 20-36). 

Referring to claim 5, depending on claim 4, Alexander teaches an interface 
characterized in that the input device is a remote control device (Figure 2 and Column 3 
lines 20-36). 

Referring to claim 6, depending on claim 1 , Alexander teaches an interface 
characterized in that navigation along a selected axis allows a definable range of 
options to be selected, said option range indicated as part of the EPG display (Column 
4 lines 49-56 teaches allowing movement in the x (time)-y(channel) axis in the EPG grid 
element 22 of Figure 1 and Column 8 lines 18-35 teaches EPG schedule data is 
downloaded to the memory of the viewers system thus all the channels for a given time 
frame would be in the system and since a infinite number of channels does not exist a 
viewer could only scroll down a definable range of channels/options in the y(channel) 
axis). 
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Referring to claim 7, depending on claim 5, Alexander teaches an interface 
characterized in that navigation along each of the axes can be achieved by use of 
conventional key selections on the remote control device (Column 4 lines 49-61 and 
Figure 2). 

Referring to claim 8, Alexander teaches a method for displaying an interactive 
graphics interface on a display screen (Figure 1) comprising: 

receiving data organized in a plurality of data fields wherein the plurality of data 
fields are related to at least three navigational axis (Figure 1 elements 22 and 20, 
Column 3 lines 1-20, Column 4 lines 49-62, and Figure 8 teach three navigational axis; 
The navigation of element 22 by the arrow keys in the left-right and up-down directions 
teach two navigational axis, and the adjustment of element 20 which can be seen by 
comparing Figures 1 and 8 teach the third navigational axis; The data fields which 
correlate to axes include: time, channel, and program type/theme; Through these 
teachings it is inherent that the programs are organized into data fields at a head-end 
and transmitted and thus received at a viewers station or else when the EPG receives 
the programs/data the EPG would not know where to place the program in the EPG); 

displaying in a first display view data organized in a first and a second 
navigational axis (Figure 1 element 22); and 

displaying in a second display view data organized in a third navigational axis 
(Figure 8), wherein the data organized in the third navigational axis is related to data 
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organized in the first and the second navigational axis (Figure 8 and the adjustment of 
element 20 in relation to Figure 1 teaches the third navigational axis). 



Referring to claim 9, depending on claim 8, Alexander teaches the method 
wherein the first display view is visually represented as an almanac with at least one tab 
related to at least one page in the Z axis (Figure 1 and Column 4 lines 57-62 teach 
element 20 the Z axis or navigational bar which has tabs on it that represent pages in 
the EPG, example: "GRID"). 

Referring to claim 10, depending on claim 9, Alexander teaches the method 
further comprising: 

receiving an input from a user selecting at least one tab (Column 4 lines 57-62); 

and 

indicating in the second display view motions and choices in a direction of the Z 
axis (Figure 8 teaches the second display view where the viewer made choices in the 
direction of the Z axis). 

Referring to claim 11, depending on claim 8, Alexander teaches the method 
wherein the first display view and the second display view is generated as an electronic 
programme guide (EPG) on the display screen (Column 3 lines 1-20). 
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Referring to claim 12, depending on claim 8, Alexander teaches the method of 
further comprising: 

navigating along data organized in the second display view (Figure 8 teaches 
programs in and the program "On Golden Pond" is highlighted so the user can 
maneuver around on the display); and 

selecting the data organized in the third navigational axis which is related to the 
data organized in the first and/or second navigational axis (Column 4 lines 48-62 
teaches the concept of selecting a program and Figures 1 and 8 show the program "On 
Golden Pond" in both grid areas). 

Referring to claim 13, Alexander teaches a method for displaying an interactive 
graphics interface on a display screen comprising: 

receiving data relating to X and Y axis information for displaying on the display 
screen (Figure 1 element 22 teaches programs with data relating to time (X axis) and 
channel (Y axis) and Column 8 lines 18-35 teaches receiving data about the program 
schedule); 

receiving data relating to Z axis information for displaying on the display screen 
(Figure 1 element 20 and Column 4 lines 57-62 teach a Z axis (navigational bar) which 
has information/programs organized by theme according to Figure 8 and Column 8 lines 
18-35 teaches receiving data about the program schedule); 
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displaying in a first display view within the display screen data relating to X and Y 
axis information (Figure 1 element 22 teaches first display view data which programs 
organized by time (X-axis) and channel (Y-axis)); and 

displaying in a second display view within the display screen data relating to the 
Z axis information (Figure 1 and Figure 8 teach navigation along the Z-axis), wherein 
the data relating to the Z axis information is related to the data relating to the X and/or Y 
axis information (The program "On Golden Pond" which is organized by movie/theme in 
Figure 8 and time and channel in Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 14, depending on claim 13, Alexander teaches the method 
wherein the data relating to the Z axis information is allocated to show and allow 
selection of a range of viewing options for the data relating to the X and/or Y axis 
information (Figure 8 teaches a range of viewing options which can be selected for 
viewing and all programs in Figure 8 are included in Figure 1 element 22, Column 4 
lines 48-62 teaches the selection and navigation methods). 

Referring to claim 15, depending on claim 13, Alexander teaches the method of 
further comprising: 

receiving commands from a user to navigate within the data relating to the X 
and/or Y axis information and the data relating to the Z axis information (Column 4 lines 
48-62); and 
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mapping movement along the data relating to the Z axis information to movement 
in the data relating to the X and/or Y axis information (Figures 1 and 8 teach movement 
along the z-axis of information and the data relating to the X-Y axis information 
changes). 

Referring to claim 16, depending on claim 13, Alexander teaches the method 
further comprising: 

receiving commands from a user to navigate in a direction through data relating 
to the Z axis information which results in changing the choices in the first display view 
(Figures 1 and 8 teach navigating along the z-axis of information and the data relating to 
the X-Y axis information changes). 

Referring to claim 17, depending on claim 13, see rejection of claim 1 1 . 

Referring to claim 18, depending on claim 13, Alexander teaches the method 
further comprising: 

navigating along data organized in the second display view (Figure 8 and 
Column 4 lines 48-62 teach navigating along data in the second display view); and 

selecting the data relating to the Z axis information which is related to the data 
relating to the X and/or Y axis information (Figure 8 teaches "On Golden Pond" is 
highlighted and the same program is in Figure 1 element 22). 
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Conclusion 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(i). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter C. Wilder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2826. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM - 4PM Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571)272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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